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Dear Parents, 
3rd grade has been working on adding 3-digit numbers.  We are teaching our students to have a deeper understanding of numbers so you may see some strategies that are unfamiliar.  The following are some examples of the strategies we will be using this year.  Please encourage your child to use these strategies instead of the traditional strategies even though we will use that strategy later.
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Skills covered in this unit include (review from 2nd grade):
· Place value (ones, tens, hundreds), addition with and without regrouping, subtraction with and without regrouping, and the relationship between addition and subtraction.
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Strategy 1: Using a Number Line (Jump Strategy): Have students draw a
number line and begin with the number 462. Then go up 300 to 762, go up 20
more to 782 and 5 more is 787.

Example: 462+325=787
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Strategy 2: Partial Sums Algorithm (Front End Addition): Add hundreds to
hundreds, tens to tens, ones to ones and then combine (advantages - you get a
better estimate right away, we read left to right). Example: 462 + 325 = 787

462 400 + 300 = 700 60 +20 =80 2+5=7
+325

700





